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Resisting Oblivion: Activist Archives in Italy
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=l tere alloblio
resisting oblivion

Centre di Documentazione Flavia Madaschi : photo by Laura Frosca 2023
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How can we understand the past?

Our powerful institutions preserve documents and records to facilitate our collective remembering. These
are the so-called “archives” of mainstream histories. But what happens to the materials that never make it
into official archives? What about the stories those papers and objects tell?

This exhibit introduces three Italian archives that strive to resist oblivion for the stories that have too often
been erased:

Cassero Flavia Madaschi Documentation Center (Cassero Centro di Documentazione Flavia
Madaschi), part of the larger Cassero LGBTI+ Center in Bologna, which grew out of the primarily male
gay rights movements of the late 1970s in Bologna

The Bologna Women's History Archive (Archivio di storia delle donne di Bologna),

formed out of the women’ s movement of the late 1970s in Italy

The Archive of Migrant Memories (Archivio Memorie Migranti), which began as a repository for
stories, narratives, and testimonies collected in a school set up to teach Italian to refugees and
migrants in Rome.

These three Italian archives are all also active archives, attached to communities struggling to fully access
the societies in which they live. Each grew (and is growing) out of a social movement on behalf of a
marginalized community. As they preserve the past, they also express an aspiration for a more inclusive
future.

The exhibit invites the visitor to explore the stories of these three archives and the stories preserved by
these three archives. | also invite the visitor to think about their own relationship with the past and the
future, and to imagine how each life, rich with contradictions, each community, full of tensions, makes up
our collective human experience.



